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Upcoming 

ACP Events! 

Fall Family  

Festival  

Nov 8th   12 - 3 PM 

All School  

Meeting  

Nov 20th   6:15 PM 

Stone Soup 

Luncheon 

Nov 26    12 - 1 PM 

Thanksgiving  

Vacation 

Nov 27 ñ 28 

Zoo Field Trips 

Dec. 17 & 18 

10 - 12 PM 

All School 

Meeting 

Dec. 18    6:15 PM 

Winter Solstice 

Celebration 

Dec. 20    4 - 6 PM 

Winter Break 

Dec. 19 ñ Jan. 2 

Hello Preschool Families, 

 What a fantastic 
start to our year, 
with a full commu-
nity of families and 
our new Team 
structure under-
way! We are get-
ting to know each 

other and developing our friendships 
and working relationships. Already 
families are meeting after school and 
kids are asking for each other when 
they come to school each day. 
     I am enjoying my time with 
you and your children; thank you all 
for your smiling faces and friendly 
support. Thank you so much for your 
commitment to your childõs learning. 
The more you are involved the more 
your child and others will benefit. 
     Teacher Tom is a gift to us all. 
Each time we have a change in theme 
I give Tom ideas for facilitating in the 
BM Room. Then I come in Monday 

and am excitedly surprised by what he 
has created. He enjoys our children 
and helps them to develop in a posi-
tive and supportive way. In my fifth 
year of teaching here, I feel at ease 
leaving our youngsters in his safe and 
caring hands. Along with all of you, 
our working caregivers, our children 
are blossoming. I do intend to take 
time away for professional develop-
ment this winter. I plan on visiting a 
few preschools, which always trans-
lates directly to our program through 
new ideas for engaging children.  
 We have many new families 
this year and I realize how much infor-
mation you have digested. Please re-
member that you can always ask for 
help and clarification. Donõt struggle 
too long wondering where something 
goes, when something is happening, or 
how you can help before asking a co-
worker, Teacher Tom, or myself for 
help.                         continued on page 7 

 

Letter From Teacher Kimmer 

Artwork by Eugene Kim, Griffin Solana Walkinshaw, and Matalyn Perdew 
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submitted by Brian Leigh 

    I would like to thank the mem-
bers of the outreach team for their 
work on the upcoming Family Fun 
Festival, coming soon on Nov. 8th, 
noon-3pm. This has been our main 
focus right now, trying to make this 
a great event to live up to past yearsõ. 
Please tell your family and friends 
about this, as it is open to the public 
and will be tons of fun! We will have 
the Mad Scientist, Don the Magi-
cian, and live music to entertain eve-
rybody, as well as crafts and games 
for the kids. Please sign up to help 
staff these areas for part of the fair, 
so all families will have a chance to 
enjoy the festivities.  We look for-
ward to seeing you all there! 

    Also, a big thanks to Staci Cox 

(Samõs mom/3-Day) for working on 
the newsletter. This is a big project 
and a great way for all of us to come 
together and see what has been go-
ing on in the school! 

 
 

submitted by Patrick Solana Walkinshaw 

    Members of the administrative 
team include Nina Heyano, Patrick 
Solana Walkinshaw, Sara Thomas, 
Janelle Williams, Jessica Carr, Mikan 
Outwater, Kimmer Ball, Laura Kac-
zorowski, and Jen Gordon. 

    The Admin Team has been busy 
refining and implementing our new 
team-based organizational structure.  
The challenge has been in sharing 
responsibility for tasks while making 
sure the tasks are completed in a 
timely manner.  By now members 
should have settled into their own 
jobs with defined tasks and a timeline 
for completion.   

    We also have been exploring effec-

tive ways to involve members in deci-
son-making.  We have come up with 
a monthly All-School Meeting where 
we discuss school wide issues and 
whatever is on people's minds.  Any 
changes we make to our structure will 
need to be reflected in our bylaws, 
which will be up for a vote later in 
the year.  We also will begin working 
on our budget, including a discussion 
of how to incorporate a rent increase.   

    We welcome anyone's input and 
feedback with our team's tasks and 
how we can work together to 
strengthen our community. 

Artwork by Esther Park. 
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Membership Team Report 

submitted by Rashonda Susuico and Shanti Trevelyan 

Hello preschool families!  We are the classroom team, 
and our facilitators are Shanti Trevelyan (Ashton's 
mom) and Rashonda Susuico (Savannah's mom).  

We have many wonderful parents on our team who 
help with the day-to-day tasks that occur inside and 
outside the preschool.  In general, our team ensures 
that our school is a safe, healthy and interactive envi-
ronment for our children to learn and play.  We keep 
the school in order and organized, and we make sure 
that we have adequate supplies for school projects 
and cleaning.  We also support Teacher Kimmer with 
small projects and larger endeavors. 

So far th is  school year  
we have reorganized the 
p layground, 

making the swings and zip line safer for our children.   
We have supported the Outreach Team in preschool 
events by volunteering our classroom team members 
for setup and cleanup tasks.  Our team also helps or-
ganize field trips by getting directions and information 
to all parents regarding any out-of-school excursions.  
We hope to have many more adventures for the chil-
dren to explore this year. 

 If you have any suggestions, ideas for a field trip, or 
thoughts about how to make our school better, please 
let us know.  All suggestions are greatly appreciated.   
Thank you to all the preschool families for your time 
and willingness to help out and make our school a fun 
and exciting place that our children can attend and 
benefit from. 

Field trip to Fire Statio
n #4 Artwork by Rosa Heyano 

submitted by Helen Matchett 

If anyone needs sibling childcare or you would like 

to join the sibling playgroup, then contact Heather 

Saraceno at heatherbthyname@hotmail.com.  Anita 

is getting started on our yearbook, so if you have 

photos to contribute please post them to our 

Ofoto/Kodak Gallery album.  If you need the user 

name and password, please contact Anita Youngman 

at zyoungman@gci.net. 
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Whatõs Your Favorite Book? 
Little Rabbit Foo Foo 
by Michael Rosen 
òI like the Tooth Fairy in it. I really like the story because I really like it has 
a lot of pictures I like in it. Thereõs a little rabbit in the story and he gets in a 
lot of trouble. And he has a hammer, too, and he bumps all the animals in 
the world with his hammer on the head. He bumps them on the head and 
then the Tooth Fairy comes out and says I will turn you into a goon.  Thatõs 
what she says, the Tooth Fairy.ó  ~ Rosa Heyano/3 day 

Disney stories are popular with preschoolers right 

now.  Esther Price and Isis Youngman (both 3 

day) reported Sleeping Beauty as a current favorite.  

Abby Williams (3 day) selected Beauty and The 

Beast because she likes how the beast turns into a 

prince at the end, and because òDaddy reads 

it.ó  (Note:  Itõs fun to compare the Disney and 

original Grimmõs versions of these classic stories!) 

The Whole Foods Allergy Cookbook by Cybele Pascal 

recommended by Janelle Oly Williams 

Williams family favorite recipe from this book:  MUFFINS! 

1 1/2 c. barley flour  1/2 c. oat  flour 

4 tsp. baking powder  1 1/2 tsp Ener-G Replacer mixed with 2 TBSP rice milk 

3/4 c. rick milk   1/4 c. honey 

1/4 c. safflower oil  1 1/2 mashed bananas 

1/2 tsp cinnamon 

Preheat oven to 325 degrees.  Combine flours and baking powder in large bowl.   
Combine egg replacer, rice milk, honey, and safflower oil.  Add liquid ingredients to 
 dry and mix until just combined.  Add the bananas and cinnamon.  Line muffin  
cups (9-12) with liners.  Fill each cup with batter.  Bake for 25 min or until golden 
brown on top.  Enjoy! 
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If you have items you would like to purchase for 
the preschool, remember that we are a non-profit 
and have a tax ID number. If you provide re-
ceipts for donated items, it helps us document 
charitable donations and benefits everyone at tax 
time.  We are also happy to borrow some items; 
just let Kimmer know when you bring them in. 

 

November: Soft grains for pounding. Grinder for 
grains and sifters to borrow.  

 

December: Frozen-colored ice-made in plastic con-

tainers, various sizes, or ½ gallon milk containers or 
even balloons. Color water with food coloring and 
put outside to freeze, and then bring them to pre-
school. 
 

Anytime needs: 

·Small spreading knives for kid use 

·Chopsticks for kids-the ones I have seen are con-
nected, big, plastic, animals 

·Finger gloves-light weight knit kind 

·Art supplies: white paper approx. 30X30-scraps 
from a printer store, food coloring, salt, and white 
flour for play dough, paper plates, colored tissue pa-
per, white or sparkly white pipe cleaners, sparkly 
white and blue pony beads. 

·Cell phone for play 

·Dress up: ties, wallets, animal costumes 

·Wooden puzzles: theme related 
·Foam baseball bats 

·Foam hockey sticks 

·Tool belts and real tools; hammers without claws, 
screw drivers, kid size 

·Kid skis, no poles, snow boots fit in 

·Vinyl mirrors, full body one and bust size 

·Alaskan books by Alaskan authors 

·Birthday cake; wooden, like the pizza we have 

·Flash lights for kids (but not the noise making ones)  

·Magnifying glasses  

Iõm Looking for a Monster 
by Timothy Young 

òItõs a big monster, but not that big.   

Itõs humongous.   

Heõs too scary.  He eats everyone.ó 

~ Hunter Thomas/3 day 

Curious George and the 

Firefighters 
by Margret & H.A. Rey 

òHe always runs around and gets 

into stuff.  Firemen come and 

think itõs a fire but really itõs a 

naughty monkey, so they put him 

in prison.ó  ~ Sami Harkey/3 day 

Maisy Drives the Bus 
by Lucy Cousins 

òMaisy is really nice.  She stops 

when she sees her friends.ó 

~ Ameena Khan/3 day 

Website:  www.starfall.com 

recommended by Tanya Greenway (Erinõs mom/2 day) 

òI has been a fun, educational and interactive website 

that teaches everything from learning the ABC's to 

reading on their own.ó 



What is an All School Meeting?   

How Can You Participate? 
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submitted by Jen Gordon 

I am writing on behalf of the Ad-
ministrative Team to explain ACP's 
regular All School Meetings 
(ASM), to which every preschool 
member is encouraged to either at-
tend or submit information for dis-
cussion via email.  Our hope is that 
it will help the school run smoother, 
be more productive and as a result 
be more FUN for all!!! 

Blending Old and New Struc-
ture:  At the last Admin Team meet-
ing, we reviewed the feedback folks 
had about the first Brunch meeting, 
along with Kimmer's concerns that 
she has been feeling out of touch 
with administrative aspects of the 
school.  As a result, we decided to 
hold more regular, pre-announced 
administrative All School Meetings 
instead of mixing those meetings 
with socials, and leave the All School 
Socials as just that - fun times to 
hang out together.  No more mixing 
business with pleasure!  This system 
will blend the way we used to do 
things (monthly Board meetings) 
with the new Team and All School 
Meeting approach, as follows: 

The Monthly "ASM"  will be a 
place to share information, bring 
joys or concerns, or simply to learn 
more about the administrative proc-
ess of holding the school to-
gether.  The Admin Team and the 
Teacher/Director will always attend 
these meetings, and all preschool 
members are welcome to at-
tend.  Team Facilitators will submit a 
written or email progress report of 
their team's happenings one week 
before the meetings (note that this 

can be a very simple report stating  
"everything is moving along just 
fine" or it can be more exten-
sive).  Team Facilitators (or another 
representative of the Team) are also 
encouraged to attend the meeting in 
addition to sending a report.  

VOTING* :  If there are any issues 
which arise as a result of these meet-
ings that require a vote by our mem-
bership, the item will be drafted in a 
paper ballot format and placed in 
everyone's cubbies at school.  *(A 
detailed description of which deci-
sions require all school votes is be-
ing drafted as an addendum to the 
handbook and will be posted before 
the next ASM as part of our revised 
by-laws.  This item is an example of 
an all school voting item!)  

AGENDA :  Each month, we will 
cover the same basic agenda (see 
sidebar one the following page).  If 
you wish to present something to 
the group but cannot attend the en-
tire meeting, that is FINE!!  Just 
come to the beginning "ACP Mem-
ber or Guest Presentation" time (or 
arrange another time that works bet-
ter for you) and leave whenever you 
need to. 

This Year's Schedule - THIRD 
THURSDAYS of each month, 
from 6:00-8:30pm at ACP!  Please 
mark your calendars and try to at-
tend one of these important meet-
ings!  Even though their purpose is 
not "social," they can be quite fun 
and a good place to get to know 
more ACP members.  (If you wish 
or need to bring children, feel free to 
use the preschool HH room to or-
ganize quiet activities.  You will need 

All School Meetings 

2008-2009 Schedule 

 

November 20th 

December 18th 

January 15th 

February 19th 

April 16th 

May 21st 

June 18th 
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to arrange childcare and bring any 
snacks or items you think your 
child will need as these will not be 
provided.)  

If you have ANY questions, please 
contact me (351-4576 or jengor-
don@gci.net) or any other member 
of the Admin Team. 

All School Meetings 

Regular Agenda 

  6:15 meeting start 

 

 - Approve last month's  

     minutes 

 - Approve this month's  

     agenda 

 - Joys and Concerns 

   (a time for sharing and  

     reflections) 

 - ACP Member or Guest  

    Presentations 

 - Financial Report 

 - Admin Team Report 

 - Teacher's Report /   

     Classroom Team Report 

 - Membership Team  

    Report 

 - Outreach Team Report 

 - Old Business / Action  

     Items 

 - Master Calendar  

     Review  

 

   8:00-8:30 meeting adjourned 

I hope your conference time was valuable and you 
learned about your childõs interests and how they are fit-
ting into the preschool setting. Please know that if you 
ever have any questions that you may email me or give 
me a call to talk about specific concerns. 

Check out the Upcoming Events on the front page of 
this newsletter for whole family events when we will 
come together to appreciate our children's excitement for 
learning and spend time together as a community. 
 
With love, 
Teacher Kimmer  

...Teacher Kimmerõs Letter 

continued from Page 1 

mailto:jengordon@gci.net
mailto:jengordon@gci.net


A Note From Teacher Tom: 

Hello!  It is a joy to be back at Anchorage Cooperative Pre-

school with the children and their parents this year.  I consider it 

a privilege.  My primary goal at this point in the preschool year is 

to develop a trusting relationship with each child.  I welcome any 

feedback from Teacher Kimmer and parents that will support 

me in achieving this trust. Programmatically, I try to structure 

activities in the Big Muscle Room that put the children in the 

position of challenging themselves and taking pride in their ac-

complishments.  I try to keep expectations high but realize that 

each child's readiness will be different.  It is Teacher Kimmer's commitment to the children and 

the outstanding parental support which makes Anchorage Cooperative Preschool so positive and 

special for the children. Thanks from Teacher Tom  

Thanks toé 

Nina  for taking on her second job as the Jobs Co-

ordinator while still fulfilling Membership  

responsibilities. 

Facilitators: Jenna, Shanti, Brian, Rashonda 

and Patrick for jumping into a leadership position 

faithfully.  

Sara for all the many Secretarial duties that in the 

past have fallen to me. Thank you also for support-

ing the classroom as a substitute for families. 

Missy for donating photo prints and for getting 

them into the classroom in a timely manner. 

Brian for in essence doing three jobs:  Facilitator, 

Web Site and Fall Festival Coordinator. Thank you 

also for sharing your firefighter gear with the  

children. 

 

Jenna for organizing the All School Brunch. 

Patrick for being our President! 

Staci for this timely and friendly Quarterly Newslet-

ter as well as her help substituting in the classroom. 

Mikan and Jen for volunteering yet another year to 

the preschool as alumni members.  These women 

are a gift to our community and me. 

And Thank You to all of you foré coming to 

work on time, taking the time to sign in and transi-

tion your children into preschool, picking up on 

time, asking your children about their day, putting in 

your weekly 1-5 hours of behind the scenes work 

that has transformed our preschool into a beautiful 

environment full of our childrenõs laughter and their 

successes. 


